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NATIONAL SERVICE

VOLUNTEERS

Not a Teacher? Not a Problem.
Public education needs all the help
it can get. Here’s how to lend a hand

BY ANDREA FORD
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'MENTORING young people
in consistent, one on-one
relationships is a proven
way to help them stayin
school, improve academic
achievement and avoid
risky behavior. An estimat
ed 3 million youths ages

10 to 18 are in formal
mentoring relationships,
but an estimated 14.6 mil
lion more need mentors to
help keep them from drop-
ping out, committing
crimes or using drugs.

You can begin a fulfilling
mentoring relationship
through organizations like
Big Brothers Big Sisters
(www.BBBS,0RG), Mentor
(WWW. MENTORING.ORG)

or U5, Dream Academy
iWWW.USDlEiHAL‘kD!H\'
.oxa), which focuses on
children of the incarcerated.

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT isa
time.honored program,
founded in 1919, that
teaches K 12 students about
entrepreneurship, work.
force readiness and finan-
cial literacy with the help
of business professionals,
stay-at home parents and
others. Opportunitiesrange
from a single school day to
aone-hour commitment for
10 weeks, Www.JA.0RG

Hyou're a

' Senior
Citizen...

. Kids can really benefit from
- what you know. And they

can help you stay active (and
impress your grandchildren
with your knowledge of

Lil Wayne).

EXPERIENCECORPS puts
Americans ages 55 and older
in schools to serve as tutors
and mentorsin 22 1.5, cit

| ies. Research has shown

that Experience Corps
students make 60% more
progress in reading than
similar students not served
by the program. Participat
ing schools also experience
fewer disciplinary problems.
Depending on the level of
commitment, tutors can
receive a monthly stipend.
WWW.EXFERIENCECORFS.0ORG

FOSTER GRANDPARENTS is
a 45-year-old program that
allows people ages 55 and

| upto mentor young people
| in arange of environments,

including classrooms.
Participants generally serve
15 to 40 hours per week and
canearn an hourly stipend.
WWW.SENIORCORFS.GOV
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Other Ways to
Make a Difference
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DONORSCHOOSE.ORG allows you to
fund requests from public-school
teachers for everything from pencils
to books; materials arrive witha
disposable camera and kit for stu-
dents to write notes to the donor.
WWW.DONORSCHOOSE.ORG

DIGITAL WISH is a registry for teachers
to request tech products (cameras, com
puters, projectors) for their classrooms,
Donors contribute funds to fulfill
requests, with additional support from
partnered technology companies.
WWW.DIGITALWISH.COM

ADOPTACLASSROOM.ORG lets you
select a classroom to contribute to and
allows the teacher to choose what to
buy from a list of affiliated vendors.
Donors are sent a dollar-for-dollar
report showing where the money went.
WWW_ADOFTACLASSROOM .ORG

FIRST BOOK (W WW.FIRSTBOOK.ORG)
provides a child with a book

for every 52 donated. Reading Is
Fundamental (www.rIF.0RG) also
promotes literacy by giving kids
books to keep.

(1 )

Be Heard

GREATSCHOOLS isaratingsand

review site where users can access stats
and share opinions about teachers,
principals and parental involvement.
WWW.GREATSCHODLS.ORG

JOIN THE PTA OR PTO to connect
with others who care about schools in
your community.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL
BOARD to address concerns about your
community’s schools.

CONTACT YOUR GOVERNOR AND
LEGISLATORS about what they're doing
to improve education in your state.
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